
in the cultivalion of hemp and manufacture of linen, and did
not need thc encouragement of thc rcwards.

The English government, however, never cnlertaincd the
idea of the manufacture of'cithcr linen or woolen cloths in
lhe colony with any degree of favor. The Englishmcn were

willing, to bc sttre, that Virginia should produce raw mate-
rials, but claimed for theinselves the right and privilege of
manufacture. However, the wishes of the English people
did not greatly concern the colonists. They were rapidly
learning that in many things they must look out for them¬
selves, and that if it should prove profitable for tiicm to man¬

ufacture into finished products their own' raw matcrials, it
.would not be wisc for them to hesitate to doso.

The act that was'rcpealcd 111,1685 was re-enacted in 1693
with some modifications. This time the act provided that
instead of the tobacco used for rcwards being taken from the
general levy, it was to be furnished by each county to its own
growers. Under this new act three pounds of tobacco were

to be given for every cll of manufactured linen. The linen
was to be not less than three-quartcrs of a yard wide, nor

less than fifteen yards in length. Three samples were re¬

quired from each pcrson claiming thc reward. A special re-

,ward was offered of eight hundred pounds of tobacco for the
piece of the best quality of linen; six -hundred pounds for the
second grade, and for the third grade four hundred pounds of
tobacco were offered. This act remained in forcc until 1699.

In spitc of all this, however, thc colony never gave itself
to any very general cultivation of flax. In 1698, in answer
to a communication from the Governor, asking to what extent
the linen had been manufactured in the county of Middlcsex,
it was answercd that the quantity had amounted annually to
about fifty yards. This may be fairly taken as an indicatioir
of the success that attended the effort to encourage the man-

Xifacture of linen. It ought to be understood, however, that
in many instances each plantation was manufacturing enough
linen for its own use. The Virginians were not slow to dis-
covcr that iC was casier and morc^profitable to sell tobacco
and buy the linen than it was to manufacture linen.

In the manufacture of woolen goods the colonists met
with even more stubborn resistancc from the English manu-

facturers. It is somewhat amusing to note how-'the new

country was cxploited for nearly everything else imaginablc,
yet seriously deprecated in the- matter of sheep husbandry
and woolen industry. It was rcligiously asserted that the
fact that God had denied sheep to A^irginia was an indication
that the settlers ought not to fly in tlie face of Providcnce
and undertake that which liad already been provided for in
thc old country. There was, however, an evidc'nt determina-
tion among the colonists to providc woolen goods at least for
their own use. So determined were they in thispurpose that
in 1659 an act was,passcd prohibiting thc exportation of wool.
It was felt that England was not providing clothing sufficient
for the needs of the colony, and in 1666 the General Assembly
determined to take some active steps in thc encouragement
of woolen goods. Captain Matthews/ Governor Berkeley and
others had already shown that it was possible and profitable
for the planters to furnish their own households and planta-
tions with woolen goods. The court of each county was or¬

dered by the General Assembly to establish a loom and to em¬

ploy a weavcr to work it in .every county court town. It wa.*

later provided that thc different counties should build houses
in which the children of poor parents should bc assemblcdy
and were to be taught to spin and weave as well as to learn
other trades.

Under the execeding pressure brought to bear from the old
coiintry, in 1671 the statute prohibiting thc exportation of
wool was repealed. It was, however, rc-cnactcd again in 1682.
rriic A^irginians declared that the manufacture of woolen goods
was absolutely necessary for the-use of thc colony, and bc-
sides advantagequs, in that it gave occupation to a large num¬

ber of people. -...,'. -

The penalty-for export ing w.obl or-woolen goods was fixed
nt forty pounds ;of tobacco for every-pound of these commodi-
ties shipped out of thc country. A scvere: penalty was fixed
against the ship that would carry in itscarg,o these woolen
fjoods, thc maslers and scamen being deprived of their own.
goods and chattcls and subject to a term of imprisonment.

It was also souglit by tlie act of 1682 to encourage. the
iranufacture of woolen goods in.yery much the same way as
it had been sought to encourage the manufacture of linen.
Six pounds of_tobacco were. offered to every pcrson who would
bring into the court of thc county in which _hc resided a yard
of woolen cloth three-quartcrs of a yard wide. These acts
geem to have been nicasurably successful, and thc attcniion
of the planters in general was directcd to the policy Of at
least manufacturing for their own requirements woolen goods.
The opposition from England continued, and every sorl of-ex-
pedient was resorted to in order that thc manufacture of
woolen goods might be made burdensonic aud unprofitable.

After all, however, the acts of Parliament did not scriously
affect the Virginians, because they really had no purposc to
entcr into the manufacturc of woolcn goods bcyond thc sup*
plying of their own nceds; and while the colonists coiitinucd
lo manufacturc woolcn stuffs, it was usually of the coarscf
quality, mainly for the use of their servants and slavcs. All
fincr woolcn stuffs were always imported from England.

The Virginians of the scventccnth and the cighteciith cen-
ttiries did not leave bchind them their taste and appctitc for
wincs and liquors, and it was very early suggested to them
that they might manufacturc their own wines instead of im*
porting them 'at great cost from England. Indccd, it was cvcii

imagined that wine might bc produced not only for home con*

stmption, but for exportation as well. In a letter from the
Governor and Council in Virginia to thc company, jn 1610, it
was remarked that "in every boscage and common hedge, antl
not far from our Palisade p-atcs were thousands of goodly,
vines running along thc ground and climbing to every trce,
which yiclded plentiful grapes in their kind. Let mc appcal-,
then, lo knowledge if these natural vines were planted,
dressed and ordcred by skilful vinearoncs, wdicther wc mightj
not make a perfect grape and plentiful vintage in short time."

At two different times there was an exportation in casks
of wine made in Virginia to England. In one instance it was
claimed that the wine had been damaged in shipment and did
not fairly represent the products of Virginia's vintage. Iri
the other instance thc wine never found any very great favor
among Englishmcn who were used to the finer qualities of
wine. Except for individual and domestic use ihe cultivation
of the grape for wine never assumed any very large or hopc-
ful^>roportions.

It was said that Colonel Bcverley planted a vineyard in
which he took great pride, and told many stories of his cx-

pectations as to the possibilities of grape culturc in the colony.
It is said that on one occasion his wines were submitted lo »

gentleman from France, who, doubtless because he was a

Frcnchman/fendered a very neutral sort of a vcrdict with
reference to the quality of the colorv '.'. wincs.

The Sainsbury manuscripts have a record of a solemn ap-
plication made .by a Mr. Russell to thc London Company,
offering to sell a rccipe for making wine out of sassafras.
He explained this discovery of his as a wine that had all the
exhilarating propcrtics of grape wine, without its inebriating
quality. It turned out afterwards that he had only discovered ;
the concoction of the later old Virginia mammies, a tea brewed
from the roots of the sassafras, and considered a cure for all
the ills incident to the spring time. Mr. Russell wanted the
modest sum of £1,000 for his recipe,-with a small royalty from
its futurc manufacture.

Another benevolcnt gentleman announced with very.
amusing naivete that there was a drink to be made from
Indian corn that greatly surpassed, the products of the
biewerics in England. One wondcrs if aforelime this gen¬
tleman had stumblcd into the process of making what is
known in these latter days as the moonshine article of corn

whiskey. If he did, there are numerous successors to him
who would doubtless be willing to testify that they had rather.
have it than any liquors brewed in old England.

In addition to thc things that have been-suggested, there
was an attempt, not altogether unsuccessful, in the manufac¬
ture of leather, and for a number, of years great interest was

taken in the manufacturc of hides and even of the finer quality.
of leather. This was done, however, mainly for home con.-

sumption, and there are evidences that the rougher quaiity,
of shoes were manufactured in Virginia, and mainly by the
individual plantcrs on their own plantations. The General
Assembly, as in the case of other attempts in manufacturing,
became greatly interested in the manufacture of leather, and
passed various regulations governing all phases of the indus¬
try. Laws were passed. prohibiting lhe exportation of hides
and skins, both tanned and untanned. In the act for ports,
passed in 1691, but really never put into operation, an. export
duty was laid on all leather and furs that were sent from the
colony. This was really thc repeal of the act forbidding the
exportation of leather and furs. In 1693 it was soug'ht by
these export taxes on leather and furs to increase the endow-
rncnt of William and Mary College. A tax of thrcepence
per pound was put on every raw hidc, sixpence on tanned
hides, and one penny and three farthings on dressed buckskin,
and one penny on'every undressed buckskin.

In conclusion, it can be said that while many of these at¬

tempts at manufacture secined to be impossible and ludicrous,
they were, after all, prophetic of thc possibilities of this great
continent and of the later achievements of our great American
industries, Under primitive conditions and by the use of
crtide methods, these early settlers were attempting in minia-
turc things that have been realized in very large ways since
their day, They made scarcely a single effort in any dircc-
tion but. that in these later days has been made marvclously-
successful.


